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As lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex Trinbagonians and migrants 
here, we share the national experience of fear and distress at crime and violence; 
the outrage; the eagerness, like others, for solutions, and not just talk. 
 
LGBTI people also experience particular kinds of violence in this nation because of who we are. These 
violations happen more often in our families and schools than in our streets. Violations that are only 
grudgingly recognised or defined as crimes. And when we go to authorities to report the police officer 
lover who slapped us in public, or the aunt who buss open our head, or the quick thing we found online 
who robbed us, we instead become the outlaws, or at the least the butt of jokes. 
 
We know rage. We know it, not only as victims of crime at the ineffectiveness of the justice system to 
protect us. We know it, too, as a social group marked unfairly as bad people. 
 
What it teaches us is empathy. 
 
That what magistrates’ courts that demean people and turn them away for wearing the clothes they have 
do; that what overcrowding and sexual vulnerability and slop pails in remand yard do; that what the 
corruption of the bail system and years for matters to be heard do—is hurt not just criminals, but us. 
They do not protect us. They each serve as a bandit factory. 
 
Developing a professional, accountable, well-resourced and well-paid law enforcement force (and a 
police union that does not sound like a gang) is part of the solution. But solutions must go beyond 
enforcement. 
 
Smart solutions to crime require analysis that goes beyond calls for a return to hanging and old values 
and discipline, where men were in charge, we could beat children anyhow, people never challenged 
priests or authorities, and families that didn’t look a particular way were shamed. Those values got us in 
this mess. 
 
CAISO has a very simple proposal—deeply embedded in our boundless faith—which we believe is 
fundamental to solving crime and violence: 
 
All of us must ensure a culture of justice, opportunity and dignity in our nation. 
 
For the young people whom we do not wish to become criminals, our country (and that is us as both 
the state and civil society) must deliver opportunities that can compete with the international drug 
economy and with local gangs. A sense of inclusion. Meaningful educational and employment 
opportunity. The opportunity to imagine; and to lead change. 
 
Solutions that make women’s bodies safe in their homes, our streets, and our stores—solutions rooted 
in the power we assign to feminine traits, in the kinds of men we raise, in how men hold each other 
accountable for our behaviour—can also keep gay men’s and trans people’s bodies and differences safe 
from violation. LGBTI vulnerability to violence and victimisation can be solved by including us in broad 
approaches to justice. 
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We must reinvest in a shared ownership of Trinidad and Tobago, across party lines, ethnicity and social 
class that starts at the top. Our institutions are built on exclusion. Almost no one anywhere cares about 
outcomes or accountability or stewarding resources, from Presidential wine to CEPEP to police 
detection to fridges in the river. A school curriculum fails boys, and fails the majority of children. Job 
environments humiliate workers instead of inspiring them. Our public servants are trapped in enforcing 
ineffective rules. 
 
Solutions to crime require recognition of the role in creating crime of the colonial systems of injustice 
that persist everywhere. When systems don’t work unless you know someone, corruption and 
lawlessness result. 
 
Finally, CAISO offers one simple, feasible step to advance that goal of building a culture of human 
rights and social protection: 
 
Expand the Equal Opportunity Act to protect more statuses, including age, HIV and sexual 
orientation. And strengthen the Equal Opportunity Commission and Tribunal, their 
inclusiveness, leadership and autonomy—so we improve their capacity to conciliate and 
provide access to justice outside of the courts; and we build them into human rights institutions 
that can plan and monitor how all state entities deliver justice. 


