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Commissioners; Dutybearers; Fellow Human Rights Defenders: 
 
I am Colin Robinson and employed as a human rights defender by the Trinidad and Tobago-
registered, 10-country Caribbean Forum for Liberation & Acceptance of Genders & Sexualities 
and by CAISO, a domestic NGO making gender and sexual diversity part of that nation’s 
identity, both members of the Coalition of LGBTTTI Organizations Working within the 
Organization of American States, and partners with the Heartland Alliance Global Initiative for 
Sexuality & Human Rights. 
 
Laws criminalising private, consensual sexuality—some colonial, others enacted as part of 
postcolonial sexual offences law reform as recently as 1992—exist in all but one of the 12 states 
in the Commonwealth (or “English-speaking”) Caribbean, whose governments have repeatedly 
rebuffed calls in international human rights processes for their repeal, a number citing the lack 
of a political mandate to do so. 
 
Only one state, the Bahamas, has decriminalised—a quarter-century ago for private acts between 
adults—whereas several states have enacted new measures, into the current century, 
criminalising broader ranges of behaviour, increasing penalties, or protecting laws from 
constitutional challenge. 
 
In Belize and Trinidad & Tobago, homosexuals and those who have earned a living off of 
homosexuality are prohibited immigrants; as are those who enter or bring others into the 
country for homosexual purposes in Trinidad & Tobago—making every meeting my 
organisation convenes of human rights defenders at our headquarters a potential infringement 
of law. 
 
But, other than in Grenada, recent prosecutions for private behaviour are not documented; and 
LGBTI human rights defenders are not hauled before the courts on sex crimes. The law, 
nonetheless, targets us in several improper ways. 
 
Richard Mohr’s (1988) observation that sodomy laws do not just target same-sex behaviour, but 
confer on homosexual persons the status of “unapprehended felons”1 has been seized on by 
South African scholar and justice Edwin Cameron, 2 - 3  and cited in a series of landmark 

                                                
1 Mohr, R. D. (1988). Gays/Justice: A study of ethics, society, and law. New York: Columbia University Press. 
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constitutional cases overturning these laws, including National Coalition for Gay & Lesbian Equality 
and Another v. Minister of Justice and Others (1998) CCT11/98 in South Africa; Naz Foundation v. 
Government of NCT of Delhi and Others (2009) WP(C) No.7455/2001 in India; and Tan Eng Hong v. 
Attorney-General (2012) SGCA 45, Civil Appeal No 50 of 2011) in Singapore. 
 
Human rights defenders who are, or who work with, LGBTI persons are by extension, therefore 
“self-confessed felons”. 
 
Human rights lawyers from AIDS Free World Maurice Tomlinson4 and Anika Gray have both 
made the case in video recordings that Jamaican police disparage or fail to take seriously reports 
of their own or their clients’ violations through violence or threats, because of sexual 
orientation. 
 
In one of several national protests to register opposition to the prospect of the Belize high court 
decriminalizing private consensual sex between men, a pretend gallows, hanging an effigy 
bearing the name of the local LGBTI organisation UNIBAM, was carried by marchers. 
 
I conclude by drawing attention to my native Trinidad & Tobago where our criminal laws 
formed the substance of the state’s withholding of consensus on 2014 General Assembly 
Resolution 2863 on Human Rights, Sexual Orientation, and Gender Identity and Expression.5 I 
quote the footnote: 
 

In the context of existing policy and legislation, the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago is 
unable to support the resolution. However, Trinidad and Tobago is signatory to the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The Equal Opportunity Act 2000 which aims to 
“prohibit certain kinds of discrimination, to promote equality, opportunity between persons 
of different status”, ensures that persons cannot be discriminated against in employment, 
education, health, protection and other social good based on characteristics including their 
religion, race, class, sex and socio-economic status. Under the Sexual Offences 
(Amendment) Act (No. 31 of 2000) the act of sodomy whether between same sex partners 
or heterosexual partners is illegal. However, this legislation is rarely enforced. 

 
If the laws prevent states from engaging in affirmative measures to honour their duty to protect 
and promote human rights and freedoms regardless to sexual orientation and gender identity 
and expression, that is improper. 
 
That is not the only impact. In 2008, an effort to reserve a company name with a view to 
eventual registration of a nonprofit as National Pride: the Trinidad & Tobago Society Against 
Sexual Orientation Discrimination resulted in a secondary review of the name reservation 
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application by the Registrar General, including an interview that discussed the criminal status of 
buggery and the explicit exclusion of sexual orientation from the protection of the Equal 
Opportunity Act. Was our purpose as a human rights organisation to promote something illegal, 
I was questioned, a copy of the Sexual Offences Act visible on the top of our file.6 
 
We urge the Commission to support all states in adopting formal moratoria on the use of their 
sodomy laws criminalising private, consensual behaviours and the adults who many engage in 
them. 
 
I thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
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